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“Vav HaChibbur”-Connecting Bereishit and Shemot
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10. Rabbi Shmuel Goldin Unlocking The Torah Text Bereishit pgs. 281-283

Jewish history effectively begins twice. An introductory, pre-national era is launched when
Avraham journeys to Canaan at G-d’s command. This period, the patriarchal era, comes to
an end with Yaakov’s death.

Our story then begins again with the birth of the Jewish nation- as we journey from the
cauldron of slavery, through the wrenching Exodus, to the dramatic Revelation at Sinai.

Why does the Torah include the stories of the patriarchal era? Why not begin, as the first
Rashi on Bereishit suggests, with the national period of Jewish history? At first glance, this
question is clearly rhetorical...

And yet, one cant help but wonder if there isn’t, perhaps, something more-lessons to be
learned not only from the specific stories of the patriarchal era but from the very existence of
this introductory period itself. One cant help but wonder why G-d would choose to begin
Jewish history twice...

The patriarchal era establishes the importance of the yachid. The patriarchal era is a time
when there is literally no one else, when the sum total of Jewish experience is defined by the
lives and dreams of individuals...There stories are recorded to remind us, even after the
dawn of the national era, of the continuing, inestimable importance of each individual.

We are meant to feel, in every era and in every generation, that the survival of our people
depends upon each of us alone, as certainly as our existence depended upon Avraham in
his day. Each of us has something unique to offer. The loss, G-d forbid, of one person’s
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contribution leaves our entire people irreparably diminished. The tzibbur could not be
allowed to overwhelm the individual or stifle individuality. Our nation’s birth, therefore, had to
wait until personal value was fully established.

The patriarchal [also] establishes the importance of the Jewish family and home...The
journey of the patriarchal households to that moment teaches us that before we could
become a nation we had to be a he pefamily.

...The Jewish home is and always has been the single most important educational unit in the
perpetuation of our people. What our children learn at the home, through example and word,
shapes both their knowledge of and their attitude towards Jewish tradition and practice. The

home’s centrality finds it roots in the earliest moments of our people’s story, in the journey of
the patriarchal families, centuries before our nation is created.

The patriarchal era establishes a pre-existing national legacy.

The value of our possessions, whether material or spiritual, increases exponentially when
those possessions are perceived as a legacy from previous generations. A beautiful pearl
necklace is infinitely more precious if it is an heirloom which belonged to a beloved mother or
grandmother.

Because of the patriarchal era, our nation is born with a pre-existing legacy. By the time the
Exodus and Revelation launch the national era, we already possess a history. Our dreams
reflect the dreams of our forefathers and our goals represent the fulfillment of their hopes.
The Land of Israel is not an unknown destination, but a cherished land of which we have
already heard countless tales, a land promised to our ancestors centuries before. The Torah
and its commandments are not foreign concepts but the expected realization of covenants
already contracted between G-d and those who preceded us.

The phenomenon of a pre-existing legacy lends a richness and depth to the moment of our
nation’s birth that could not have been created in any other way.

A' 719 X2 w19 niny .11

NN DY YIND DR 781 DY 7 e N (K)

YD 'YTNY DDY NIN [IWRY D'WUTN YN DY nTn wiThn (Q)

N7 DY DAX N7 Ny YR D7 1NR' NTD WTNY Ywya K7 v nTy 7 3 AT (1)

2V 1057 75X 197 U'K NW9) NONA N2 7% 27D DY XN NI nwn Ni'nn nan vyn! ox| (T)
YN

ANPR DY 4 D'WAID N DY NI MY 12197 0N Ay (D)

DI 2 7Y NTY 70 75 INK 100Y1 AT YN DI WYY Ny TV Dy’ 0% il (1)
DN NN 7N WYX D'NAD 7V qipwnn v NHmn Ay 9y 03 0T ninpi (1)

V! P19 INN' YIS NinY .12

11'0 12T X2 NTD D2 DY YIXA 78 92 NIRYY 'WYin WTha ()
D00 T XY DY DYI2TA2 0 1'0 12T 1KY DIT'9N 1ol ()
W 127 TADI 2PV N7 NN DD KT 0D N @R 1R R DD IR Ny it (3)

13. Rav. Samson Raphael Hirsch Shemot 1:1

With this second book the history of the Jews as a nation starts. We are led out of the history
of the individuals and families into that of the Nation by a list of those men who are already
known to us as the “main stem” of the Jewish people. n7x1, and it out of these men, with their
different individualities and characteristics that the Jewish Nation developed. But there was
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one basic train which they all had in common, and this formed the foundation of Jewish
nationality-

NI WK 2PV DX, “each one with his household came with Jacob”. Later on, when the
national body, dismembered by Pharoah’s mishandling, appeared to lie helpless on the
ground as a welcome feast to the vultures of history (as it had appeared to the prophetic
vision of the ancestor), and, at the call of G-d, was to arise “in its blood” to immortal life, G-d
began the building up of His people on the rock-like foundation of “homes”- nw niax n'a7 nw
n7- on the bond of children to parents, and parents to children. And here we are told that
this basic foundation of the immortal People of G-d- even if it had been forcibly and violently
crushed and disturbed at the time of the redemption-was implanted in them when the
Children of Israel originally moved down into the Egyptian womb, out of which, through
suffering and woe, they were to be born as a Nation.

INI WK 2PV’ DX, although each one of them constituted an independent and separate home
they all hung firmly and intimately on Jacob. ajpy' nx implies a much more intimate
connection then apy' ny. All together on the old stem and yet each one an independent and
separate branch, a separate independent centre, for a circle of their own; all children of
Jacob, and yet, on the other hand, themselves fathers for their own children. This spirit of the
family, with which each son builds his home only as a branch of his father’s house, which
allows every father and grandfather to go on living in children and grandchildren, so that
parents with their children, and children with their parents are ever intimately united- this it is
wherein lies the root of Israel’s eternal blossoming, wherein lies the secret of the everlasting
stem of Jewry.



